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WALTER TRANSEFERS

Every year, hundreds of thousands of acre-feer of water are successfully transferred berween willing sellers
and buyers. Warer transfers can improve warer availabilicy for all users, including the environment. The Warer
Transfer Program will implement actions 1o facilicare warer rransactions and further develop the statewide warer
rransfer market 1o play a more effective role in statewide water management. The Water Transfer Program Plan was
completed this year along with the following accomplishments:

® Developed and made operational the On Tap California Warer Marker Information web site.

® Continued development of actions to streamline the current stare and federal review and approval

processes for warer rransfers.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: Thegoal of the Warer Transfer Program is to encourage
development of a more effective water transfer market that facilitates water transfers and streamlines the approval
process, while protecting water rights, environmental conditions, and local economic interests. The objectives this past
year were to identify and begin implementing the actions described in the July 2000 Water Transfer Program Plan.
Many of these tasks focus on changing or refining policies and procedures of the agencies responsible for reviewing
and approving most warer transfer acrivities — California Deparrment of Warer Resources (DWR), US Bureau of

Reclamartion (USBR), and Stare Warer Resources Conrral Board (SWRCE).

Specifically, efforts this year have focused on four actions:
On Tap web site: CALFED agencies and contractors are developing this water market information web
site. CALFED agencies and imterested stakeholders were briefed in anticipation of public availability of
the web site on December 31, During November, a select group of stakeholders performed “usabilicy

rr:s.:inf_:__ on the web site so thar refinements could be made prior to the site being publicly available.

Recommendations to streamline current approval processes: As required in the ROD, the CALFED
agencies are working closely with the SWRCB Warer Transfer Work Group to draft recommendarions to
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Clarification ufmrrii.gc Wwater requirerments: The Buf-l]'i:hu M-Jd::lil::g Forum has undertaken a
rechnical review of models thar atempt o qunnrif}' carriage water, ]ixpcct:d early in 2001, the outcome of
this efforr will be used boch for the SWROCE Phase 8 Wacer Right Hearing and h‘l.' CALFED agencies. In
wurn, CALFED agencies will wse the informarion to sandardize the methodology used to quant.ﬁ.r carnage
water EJ_'{‘:1,|ir|:_'|:!'u:‘|:!1.i. s0 that transfer proponents |}mpming to move water across the Dielta can appropriaely
account for this water assessment, The Forum is a joint ag;-::c}'."ﬁ[akrlm]d:;r entity that has a srrong record

u:.'-fv.'curl-;ing to resolve technical disputus.



